GIS meeting 12/20/07

Meeting attendees: Bill Danforth, Dave Foster, Seth Ackerman, John O’Malley, Ann McKinney, Matt Arsenault, Emily Himmelstoss, VeeAnn Cross

This was an organizational meeting for the GIS group to discuss issues such as how often the group should meet and what topics should be covered. We decided to discuss meeting topics first, and then approach the issue of meeting frequency.

Suggested topics for meetings:

Metadata:


Ann specifically requested guidance on writing metadata for datasets acquired from someone else.  From this stemmed the idea that our next meeting should cover metadata specifics when Valerie is in town. People attending the meeting are to bring specific questions regarding problems their having with metadata in terms of how to fill out certain fields, or how to handle certain issues.

Metadata Tools:


Folks could talk about their favorite metadata tools - what they like and what they don’t. This would probably be beneficial for all of us.
Metadata Pubs discussion:


This would include a variety of topics, one of which is writing metadata that can be incorporated into other systems - like geodata.gov or mermaid.

Applied work: 

This topic would cover the actual nuts and bolts of how folks accomplish certain tasks. The example given was shotpoint navigation. What tools and how do we go from the acquired navigation to shotpoint navigation at a particular interval (say 100 shots).  Although this is one specific example of applied work, we can ask around and talk to other folks to get suggestions on how they do things.

Standards:


Discuss standards for data collection and the information that needs to be transferred to the metadata.  This would revolve around specific data types, provide guidelines for not only data collection and processing, but also guidelines in terms of what information is most important to include in the metadata.  An example given was based on seismics - what type of information is most pertinent and important to Dave when he receives a dataset.

Other GIS software:


Talk about other software available in the branch such as EarthVision, Landmark, Fledermaus, and GRASS. Include information on what the software does and when they might be most appropriate to use.

Data translation tools:


How do folks go from one format to another? An example of this is FWTools, but there are others.

In addition to meeting topics, the group suggested dissemination of various information on a regular basis such as: ESRI updates (will it ever run on an Apple, what are the major version changes that might affect DSAS etc.).

We also discussed the Bulletin Board and a need to let folks know about it and have information transferred over from the GIS Teamroom.  The information transfer will be by individuals as the information might either be obsolete and in need of update, or no longer relevant. Also, it was suggested that a link to the bulletin board could be placed on Capecodder. That would involve Greg.

Also involving Greg would be the possible migration of the Fledermaus calendar schedule from LotusNotes to a calendar such as how the conference room is reserved.  The calendar could be considered more of a “software” scheduler, not just for Fledermaus but also including Landmark and any other limited license software.

And finally, we decided upon meeting once a month in the conference room.  We didn’t really decide on a regular day or time, and will determine that as the time approaches.

Hopefully our first meeting will be a metadata meeting. If Valerie is available, we’ll focus on metadata specifics. If not, we’ll discuss metadata tools.

ToDo list for VeeAnn:

Talk to Greg about the calendar.

Write up the meeting notes and then put them on the bulletin board, after the attendees have had a chance to read the ntoes and make suggestions.

Ask ESRI (Jeff Donze) about major software revisions that might affect DSAS.

Ask ESRI (Jeff Donze) about the future of Apple and ArcGIS.
