
 

 

The Woods Hole Community  
Black History Month Committee presents 

E.E. Just’s Broad (and Hidden) Influence 
on the Development of Modern Biology 

Lecture by DR. W. MALCOM BYRNES 

Noon on Friday, June 17th 
Speck Auditorium of Rowe Laboratory 
Marine Biological Laboratory (MBL) 

W. Malcolm Byrnes received an undergraduate degree in chemistry from Xavier 
University of Louisiana in 1981, and a PhD in biochemistry from Louisiana State 
University in Baton Rouge in 1994.  He did postdoctoral research at Cornell 
University in Ithaca, New York. He currently holds the position of Associate 
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology in the College of Medicine at 
Howard University.  
More than a decade ago Byrnes became interested in the work of Ernest Everett 

Just and has written more than a dozen scholarly articles and given more than ten presentations on Just 
to a variety of audiences in the U.S. and abroad. Just was known for his studies of fertilization, the 
biology of the cell surface, and early development in marine invertebrates. He began working summers 
at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole in 1909 and published more than 50 scientific papers 
based on his 20 years of summer research at the MBL.  His book, “The Biology of the Cell Surface,” 
was published in 1939. 

This event is free and open to the public 

Woods Hole Black History Month events are sponsored by the Marine Biological Laboratory, National Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. Geological Survey Woods Hole Coastal and Marine 
Science Center, Woods Hole Research Center, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, and Sea Education Association. 

For more information, visit the Woods Hole Black History Month Committee website at http://woodshole.er.usgs.gov/outreach/WHBHMC/ or contact the MBL’s Communications Office: 
7 MBL Street, Woods Hole, MA 02543, (508) 289-7423, comm@mbl.edu 

 
Photograph of Ernest Everett Just—Wikimedia Commons; this work is in the public domain in its country of origin and 

other countries and areas where the copyright term is the author's life plus 70 years or less. 

 


